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CURRENT LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Withdrawn) An isolated protein comprising an ENTH domain and having 
growth inhibiting activity wherein said protein has an amino acid sequence as set forth in 
Seq. Id. No. 5 

2. (Withdrawn) An isolated nucleic acid encoding a protein of claim 1. 

3. (Withdrawn) A vector comprising a nucleic acid as defined in claim 2. 

4. (Withdrawn) A host cell comprising a vector of claim 3. 

5. (Withdrawn) The host cell of claim 4, wherein said cell is an eukaryotic cell. 

6. (Previously Presented) A method for the identification of a 
hyperproliferative disease, in particular benign and malignant tumors, or a genetic 
predisposition thereof, which comprises detecting in a body fluid or a tissue sample of a 
subject a change in the expression level of an ELP protein or at least one mutation within a 
nucleic acid sequence encoding an ELP protein or detecting a rearrangement in the genomic 
elp locus. 
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7. (Original) The method of claim 6 wherein said mutation is located 
within the DNA region coding for the ENTH domain, in the 5' untranslated region, in a codon 
encoding an evolutionary conserved amino acid, in the promoter or in a splicing site. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6 wherein said mutation 
leads to a non- functional ELP protein, to a reduced protein expression or no protein, or a 
fiision protein. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein said nucleic 
acid sequence encoding an ELP protein is selected from Seq. Id. No. 1 or the nucleic acid 
sequence as defined in claim 2, 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein the disease is 
lung cancer. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein the disease is 
kidney cancer. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6, wherein the disease is 
stomach cancer. 
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13. (Withdrawn) A method for the production of an ELP protein 
comprising transformation of suitable host cells with a nucleic acid of claim 2 in an 
expression construct, cultivation of said cells under conditions allowing protein expression of 
said protein, and isolation of the produced proteins. 

14. (Withdrawn) Use of an antibody capable of binding specifically to an 
epitope of an ELP protein in a method for the identification of a hyperproliferative disease or 
a genetic predisposition thereof. 

15. (Withdrawn) Use of a nucleic acid encoding an ELP protein for the 
gene therapy of a hyperproliferative disease associated with ELP proteins. 

16. (Withdrawn) A pharmaceutical composition for the treatment of a 
hyperproliferative disease, in particular benign and malignant tumors, comprising an ELP 
protein and/or a nucleic acid sequence encoding an ELP protein. 

17. (Withdrawn) The pharmaceutical composition of claim 15, wherein 
the hyperproliferative disease is lung cancer, 

18. (Withdrawn) The pharmaceutical composition of claim 16, wherein 
the hyperproliferative disease is kidney cancer. 

19. (Withdrawn) The pharmaceutical composition of claim 16, wherein 
the hyperproliferative disease is stomach cancer. 
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20. (Withdrawn) Use of an oligonucleotide which specifically hybridizes 
to a region of a mRNA encoding an ELP protein for the therapy of hyperproliferative 
diseases or diseases characterized by incorrect cell differentiation. 

2 1 . (Withdrawn) The use of claim 20, wherein said oligonucleotide 
comprises chemical modifications. 

22. (Withdrawn) Use of a double stranded RNA (dsRNA) for gene 
silencing wherein said RNA has a nucleotide sequence which is complementary to an exon 
region of a gene encoding an ELP protein. 

23. (Withdrawn) The use of claim 22 wherein said RNA has a length of 
about 200-2000 base pairs, preferably 700-800 base pairs. 

24. (Withdrawn) The use of claim 23 wherein said RNA has a length of 
about 18-25 base pairs, preferably 20-22 base pairs. 

25. (Withdrawn) The use of claim 22, wherein said ELP protein is human 

ELP. 

26. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 15 wherein the nucleic acid 
sequence is the sequence set forth in Seq. Id. No. 1 or the nucleic acid sequence as defined in 
claim 2. 
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27. (Withdrawn) The pharmaceutical composition of claim 16 wherein 

the ELP protein is selected from the group consisting of those set forth in Seq. ID. No. 2, Seq. 
Id. No. 5 and those encoded by the nucleic acid sequences of Seq. Id. No, 1 or as defined in 
claim 3. 
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